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April 10, 2003

Meeting Minutes

High Bridge Borough Council

CALL  TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Common Council of the Borough of High Bridge came to order with Mayor Alfred W. Schweikert, III presiding, at 7:30 p.m. on the above date.  Notice of this meeting was given by public announcement on January 2, 2003, published in the Hunterdon Review issue of January 8, 2003 and posted on the bulletin board in Borough Hall.  The meeting was held in Borough Hall, 71 Main Street, High Bridge, N.J.

Mayor Schweikert led those present in the salute to the Flag.

Members Present:
Councilman Tuck Batch

Councilman Richard Carr

Councilwoman Colleen Hann

Councilwoman Lynn Hughes – late arrived at 9:30 PM

Councilman Thomas Waldron

Administrator, William Barnum Wahl, Municipal Clerk, Maureen Horton Gross and 14 members of the public were also present for the meeting.

Councilman Dumas was excused.

MINUTES

Councilman Batch motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of  March 27, 2003 as copies were distributed to each Council Member; Councilman Carr seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  4 ayes

Councilman Waldron motioned to approve the minutes of the meeting of March 27, 2003 with the Administrator’s report amended; Councilman Carr seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  4ayes

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jodi McPherson, Rec Commission, questioned the status of the money from in-kind to actual for field maintenance. Mr. Wahl stated that it is in the budget amendment which will have its public hearing tonight. Ms. McPherson needs to schedule the field maintenance and needs to determine payment schedule.


Eight residents spoke on their desire that Seal Street be repaired this year. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance #2003-002 An Ordinance Amending Golf Rates
Public Hearing was declared open by Mayor Schweikert. Being no comments from the floor, on motion by Councilman Waldron, second by Councilman Batch and carried by unanimous favorable voice vote of 4 ayes, the Public Hearing on Ordinance #2003-002 was closed. 

On motion by Councilman Waldron, second by Councilman Bach and carried by unanimous favorable roll call vote of 4 ayes, the Mayor and Council adopted the following Ordinance on second reading. Said Ordinance will be published in accordance with the law. 

ORDINANCE #2003-002

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 26, GOLF UTILITY,

OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE,

ESTABLISHING RATE SCHEDULED FOR THE

 HIGH BRIDGE HILLS GOLF CLUB FOR 2003 


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Borough of High Bridge in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION I:
Chapter 26-7, Rate Schedules for 2003, is hereby established as follows:

Annual Preferred Player Program:




Junior
$  500.00




Single Adult
$3,000.00




Adult Couple
$5,000.00



General Public Fees Weekends (Fri., Sat., Sun. & Holidays)




Before 2:00 PM
$     67.00




Twilight (2 pm – 5 pm)
$     57.00



Moonlight (after 5 pm)
$     30.00




Junior
$     15.00



Weekdays (Monday –Thursday)




Before 2:00 PM
$     52.00



Twilight (2 pm – 5 pm)
$     47.00



Moonlight (after 5 pm)
$     30.00




Junior
$     15.00




Senior (55+)
$     47.00


Hunterdon Cty Residents Weekends (Fri., Sat., Sun. & Holidays)




Before 2:00 PM
$     67.00



Twilight (2 pm – 5 pm)
$     47.00



Moonlight (after 5 pm)
$     30.00



        Weekdays (Mon – Thurs)
$     47.00



Twilight (2 pm – 5 pm)
$     37.00



Moonlight (after 5 pm)
$     30.00



High Bridge Residents Weekends (Fri., Sat., Sun. & Holidays)




Before 2:00 PM
$     50.00




Twilight (2 pm – 5 pm)
$     40.00




Moonlight (after 5 pm)
$     20.00



        Weekdays (Mon – Thurs)




Before 2 pm
$     40.00




Twilight (2 pm – 5 pm)
$     30.00




Moonlight (after 5 pm)
$     20.00



Hunterdon County Residents must purchase Resident’s Card annually

High Bridge Residents must purchase a “One Time” Residents Card

SECTION II:
REPEALER


All ordinances or parts of ordinances deemed to be inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION III:
EFFECTIVE DATE


This ordinance shall take effect retroactively to January 1, 2003, immediately upon adoption and publication in accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey.

Ordinance #2003-003 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $322,000 For Taylor And Thomas Streets Reconstruction

Mayor Schweikert declared the Public Hearing on Ordinance #2003-003 open. 

Lorine Harr questioned whether this includes Seal Street if money is found. It was clarified that another ordinance would be introduced for Seal Street.

Being no other comments, the Public Hearing was closed on motion by Councilman Batch, second by Councilman Carr and carried by unanimous favorable voice vote of 4 ayes. 


On motion by Councilman Batch, second by Councilman Waldron and carried by unanimous favorable roll call vote of 4 ayes, the Mayor and Council adopted Ordinance #2003-003 Appropriating $322,000 for the Reconstruction of Taylor and Thomas Streets. Said Ordinance will be published in accordance with the law and is attached to the original set of these minutes. 

Ordinance #2003-004 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $58,000 For Water System Improvements
Mayor Schweikert declared the Public Hearing on Ordinance #2003-004 open. 

Being no comments, the Public Hearing was closed on motion by Councilman Waldron, second by Councilwoman Hann and carried by unanimous favorable voice vote of 4 ayes. 


On motion by Councilman Batch, second by Councilman Waldron and carried by unanimous favorable roll call vote of 4 ayes, the Mayor and Council adopted Ordinance #2003-004 Appropriating $58,000 for the Reconstruction of Taylor and Thomas Streets Water Systems. Said Ordinance will be published in accordance with the law and is attached to the original set of these minutes. 

Resolution To Amend 2003 Budget


Mayor Schweikert declared the Public Hearing on the Resolution to Amend the 2003 Budget open. 

Mr. Wahl clarified that if action is decided now, it does not preclude future action. The Borough does not need State approval this year. Mr. Wahl noted that no comment from the State on the Budget is a nod of approval. The public hearing is only on the amendment. 

Mr. Wahl then explained the changes as introduced. Councilman Batch asked how another adjustment would be handled after this amendment.

Mr. Wahl said that the Mayor and Council need to pass this Amendment and finalize the Budget, then try to find additional money for Seal Street. If found, the Budget Appropriations would be amended or an emergency appropriation adopted. The funds could also be handled by transfers from one account to another.

Mr. Wahl further stated that salary increases cannot be given until after the budget is adopted. Mayor questioned why as the Personnel Policies state otherwise. 

Mr. Wahl said that he and the CFO will look at Capital Projects that have been completed to see if funds are remaining. If money is there, an ordinance could be adopted to cancel one and create the Seal Street project. 

Mayor Schweikert  mentioned the Borough has now received a $78,000 grant. Mr. Wahl noted that he would prefer not to take funds from an open project. Mayor Schweikert suggested looking at other purchases that are planned but not needed until later. He then asked if the money for the down payment can come from the utility accounts due to the need for repair on the infrastructure. 

Councilman Batch asked the Mayor what he would prefer to do at this time. Mayor Schweikert felt the wait of an additional month is not detrimental.

Councilman Waldron expressed that he wants to put this to bed and move on. He opted to close the Public Hearing, adopt the amendment and deal with Seal Street as a separate issue. 


Lorine Harr urged the Council to adjourn the Public Hearing to keep open the issue of Seal Street.

Councilman Batch noted that adoption of this amendment facilitates the 2003 Budget for the Borough. Seal Street is still open for discussion. 

Sally Ward suggested Council follow the Mayor’s desire to adjourn the Public Hearing.

Matt Curtin, Mine Road, asked if it doesn’t make a difference to Council, then wait. If the hearing is closed, the residents will feel that the door is closed on Seal Street. 

Don Cox 17 Thomas Street, noted the discomfort level rises with closing the hearing due to the word “emergency”.

The Public Hearing on the Amendment to the 2003 Budget was adjourned until the meeting of April 24, 2003 on motion by Councilman Waldron, seconded by Councilman Batch and carried by unanimous favorable voice vote. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

NJ Victims of Crime Compensation – notice of “Crime Victims Week” April 6-13

HC Cultural & Heritage Commission – memo regarding the elimination of the State Arts and History Grants Program

NH-Voorhees HS District – notice of budget presentations April 7th  & 9th  and agenda

D & H Alternative Risk Solutions -  First Q. Claims Summary

Township of Clinton – notice of adoption of Land Use Amendments

The above correspondence was noted as received. 

Councilman Waldron motioned to adopt the resolution in support of Arts and History. Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hann and carried by unanimous favorable voice vote of four ayes. 

Resolution #33-2003


WHEREAS the people of the Borough of High Bridge deserve access to high quality history and cultural programs that build pride in our communities and improve its quality of life; and


WHEREAS the Governor’s fiscal year 2003/2004 budget eliminates the entire $33.2 million in funding for staff, operations, and grants of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, the New Jersey Historical Commission, or the New Jersey Cultural Trust; and


WHEREAS this budgetary action eliminates State support for nearly 600 local arts and history programs, shifting the entire burden for their sustenance upon local government; and


WHEREAS the non-profit arts and history organizations funded by these agencies support over 17,000 jobs, return over $90 million in tax revenues, attract audiences that exceed 21 million and have combined economic impact exceeding $1.5 billion, all of which will be severely reduced by that action and lead to the demise of important programs and organizations; and


WHEREAS the arts and history improve our schools, attract tourists, celebrate diversity, teach tolerance, instill patriotism, revitalize our cities and towns and support local business, all of which will be undermined by that action; and


WHEREAS these agencies provide full public accountability for expenditure of tax-payer dollars and fair processes for awarding grants that help ensure quality and public benefit, which will be entirely eliminated by that action;


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High Bridge, Hunterdon County, New Jersey that we call upon the Governor and Legislature of New Jersey to restore full funding for the staffs, operations, and grants of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, the New Jersey Historical Commission, and the New Jersey Cultural Trust, under the seal of the Borough of High Bridge, this 10th day of April in the year 2003.

OLD BUSINESS

Award of Contract to Consolidated Steel & Aluminum Fence Co., Inc in the amount of $24,722.00

On motion by Councilman Waldron, second by Councilman Batch and carried by unanimous favorable roll call vote of four ayes, the Mayor and Council approved the award of contract to Consolidated Steel in the amount of $24,722.00 to install fencing at the Bunnvale Well location, for well protection as recommended by audit and Homeland Security. 

Award of Contract for Taylor and Thomas

Mr. Wahl related that the Borough received bids for the reconstruction of Taylor and Thomas Streets. The recommendation is to award as the contracts will require time and paperwork which will take at least the 20 day waiting period of the Ordinance..

On motion by Councilman Batch, second by Councilman Carr and carried by unanimous favorable roll call vote of 4 ayes, the Mayor and Council awarded the contract for the reconstruction of Taylor and Thomas Streets to Cross Road Construction subject to the 20 day waiting period of the Ordinance.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution #28-2003 Refund Tax Overpayments

On motion by Councilman Waldron, second by Councilwoman Hann and carried by unanimous favorable roll cal vote of 4 ayes, the Mayor and Council adopted the following Resolution: 

Whereas the High Bridge Tax Collector has received duplicate funds for the same tax payment, and

Whereas, the property taxes for 2003 were up to date prior to receipt of said payment(s) or a credit balance has existed on the account for prior years,

Now, therefore be it resolved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High Bridge in the County of Hunterdon that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to issue said refund of overpayment as follows:


Block


Lot


Amount

19.01


14


$1516.41

15


4


$1588.34

39


704


$  837.48

39


802


$1193.64

39


235


$  570.36


39


223


$  676.20

32


20


$1669.08

4.06


25


$1054.72

31.04


2


$  140.54

32


5


$1300.63

39


1110


$1179.16

Bid Opening for High Bridge Hills Chemicals & Fertilizers


Tabled until High Bridge Hills reviews the bids and makes recommendations.

NEW ORDINANCES

Ordinance #2003-005 Water CIF

Councilman Batch motioned to adopt the following Ordinance  #2003-005  on first reading, publish same in its’ entirety in the Hunterdon Review issue of April 16, 2003 and to schedule Public Hearing with final reading during the meeting of April 24, 2003. Councilman Carr seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  4 ayes

Ordinance #2003-005

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF

WATER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUNDS FOR FENCING AT BUNNVALE WELL

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council has set aside money in the Capital Improvement Fund and,

WHEREAS, the Statutes require an Ordinance to appropriate said funds,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Common Council of the Borough of High Bridge, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  
The sum of twenty-six thousand and 00/100 ($26,000.00) presently in the Water Capital Improvement Funds of the Borough is hereby appropriated for the purchase and installation of eight foot high chain link fencing located around the Bunnvale Well.  

Section 2.
The purpose is to provide security to the facility and its contents.

Section 3.
The period of usefulness per N.J.S.A. 40A:2-22 is fifteen (15)       years.

Section 4.
The Capital Budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended Capital Budget and Program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, as on file with the Municipal Clerk and is available for public inspection.

Section 5.
This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage, approval, and publication according to law.  

Ordinance #2003-006 Bond For Silverthorne & Cokesbury Road

Councilman Batch motioned to adopt the attached Ordinance  #2003-006 on first reading, publish same in its’ entirety in the Hunterdon Review issue of April 16, 2003 and to schedule Public Hearing with final reading during the meeting of April 24, 2003. Councilman Waldron seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  4 ayes

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilman Waldron - Finance, Personnel &Legal 

· Legal committee meeting to discuss legal issues and attorney

Note:
LYNN HUGHES 9:30 PM

Councilman Batch - Planning and Engineering, Buildings & Grounds
· VFW would like a water line at the Memorial Park. Motion by Councilman Batch, second by Councilman Waldron and carried by unanimous favorable voice vote of 5 ayes, the Mayor and Council approve the installation of a water line. 

· DPW wants to remove small wooden building at Bunnvale. Motion by Councilman Batch, second by Councilman Waldron and carried by unanimous favorable voice vote of 5 ayes, the Mayor and Council approved the removal of the building.

Councilman Carr - Emergency Services, Information & Economic Development
· ECONOMIC Dev Meeting had Mattias Schroeter there to relate history of Bike Race

Councilwoman Hann - Education & Recreational Services -

· Vote on the school budget to take place Tuesday April 15th 

· 100th Anniversary of the Middle School being planned

· Easter Egg Hunt postponed until the 19th
· Loan application for Skateboard Park was not sent in. Rec looking at alternative funding

· New playground equipment installed. Thanks to those that helped. 

Councilwoman Hughes - Environmental, Public Health & Assistance
· Cultural Heritage working on Movies in the Park

· Board of Health working on needs assessment

· Historical Society had great turnout on Saturday at the Fire House. 

Administrator’s Report – Mr. Barney Wahl
· FEMA funds available – CFO to attend meeting tomorrow

· Mark Banks, Mike Hann and Mr. Wahl attended Stormwater Mgt. Seminar. Borough is in Tier A. The seminar was more of an advertisement for the engineering firm. DEP to offer other workshops which should be more beneficial. 

· Recycling announcement paid for by RVD, 

· Salt Barn loan application should be abandoned. The final result is no better then conventional bond. On motion by Councilman Waldron, second by Councilman Batch and carried by unanimous favorable roll call vote of 5 ayes, the Mayor and Council decided not to complete the loan application. 

· Columbia Trail Meeting has discussion of permanent restroom facilities. The County will run the sewer line, and install a pre-fab, ADA compliant, rest room. At a cost of $60000. The County is requesting that the Borough pay half. Councilman Batch would like to see the particulars, but is ecstatic that the County is cooperative. On motion by Councilman Batch, second by Councilman Carr and carried by unanimous favorable voice vote, the Mayor and Council agreed to continue working with the County and to reaffirm that the County will run the sewer line. 

· GIS System demo meeting to be scheduled

· Seal Street recommendation to remove tree stumps

· Mr. Wahl thanked those who spoke out in support of him and his position. Then asked that there be no more discussion as he has to work with all and doesn’t want to be in middle

Mayor’s Report  - Dr. Alfred W. Schweikert, III   

Mayor Schweikert noted that he had no report for this meeting.

BILL LIST

Councilman Batch motioned to approve and direct payment of all vouchers as they appear on the Bill List in the total amount of $112,559.47, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof these minutes.  Councilwoman Hann seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  5 ayes

PUBLIC  COMMENTS

Lorine Harr asked what happens to Seal Street if they award contract for Taylor Street. Councilman Batch briefly reiterated the requirements as required by law, adding that the Borough would need to do a specific bid packet for Seal Street. Whether the contractor doing Taylor and Thomas Streets will bid on Seal Street is up to them. It would not be prudent nor is there a reason to not award the contract for Taylor and Thomas Streets until such time as the Council makes a decision on Seal Street.

Mr. Montaperto asked who should he see to address the Tree Ordinance. He was directed to contact the Planning Board.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Schweikert declared the meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

___Maureen Horton Gross__________________

Maureen Horton Gross, RMC

Municipal Clerk
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